The Cel/vjad Closee « Whal’s Happening? « Community Glenclar 


Ovr voice in the lesbian community April 2000 


We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie 
reviews, political and social commentary, short fiction, poetry, photographs and artwork are all welcomed. 
Write to womonspace (Box 128, Main P.0., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4), leave a message at (780) 482-1794, 


or e-mail womonspace@hotmail.com 


Upcoming topics: 

May — Body Modification. Submission deadline: April 15. 
June — Sports. Submission deadline: May 15. 

July — Pets. Submission deadline: June 15. 


womonspace is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a 
nonprofit organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding 
areas. Our purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions 
expressed in any issue of womonspace do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter 
Committee. The events, organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported 
by Womonspace. womonspace is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome 
submissions, Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and content, and to refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, 
Main P.0., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4. Submissions will be published in both the newsletter and on Womonspace’s 
web site, unless specifically otherwise agreed. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up 
to 3 lines free — at any time. womonspace seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publication 
costs. Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse 


ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line at 482-1794. 
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A Rose by Which Name? 


I am an out transsexual and a lesbian, 
with a lover who is a woman who was 
born a woman. I have known since I 
was around 5 years old that I was a very 
different boy from the rest of the boys in 
my class. While they played with cars, 
ran around with footballs and raced 
bikes, I was much more content to 
investigate the river near my house in 
the country and play with the girls when 
I could. I often found myself segregated 
from both sexes at this age, as the guys 
didn’t understand me, and the girls 
didn’t like boys. This seems to be a 
rather common experience among most 
transgendered/transsexual (TS) people. 

When puberty came around, I was 
horrified by the startling development 
of male attributes for two reasons. 
One, I always believed that I’d grow up 
to be a woman and that this ‘boy thing’ 
was just a part of my childhood. (Some 
TSs ’ve met later in life confirmed that 
they had similar thoughts growing up. 
Or, if they were religious, they prayed 
to wake up a girl someday.) Two, I 
had always wanted the feminine hips, 
breasts and curves that my mother and 
other female figures in my life had. I 
always just took for granted that my 
body would conform to whom I was 
internally at that magical time called 
adolescence. 

Adolescence seems to be an 
especially tough time for TSs. We have 
to fight very hard during our teen years 
to define who we are both to ourselves 
and others. Sometimes we develop two 
different identities, one internal and one 
external. On top of that, imagine 
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having conflicts about your sexuality, 
and you rapidly begin to believe that 
you just might be a little nuts. 

After several years and a few 
therapists, I finally found out on my 
own what a transsexual is. I happened 
upon the word in a dictionary for gays 
and lesbians that focused on sexuality 
and its variants. When I found that the 
word transsexual could be applied to 
me, a lot of things fell into place very 
quickly. Unfortunately, I was not able 
to pursue hormone replacement 
therapy (HRT) or the Real Life Test, 
transition into womanhood, for the 
next ten years. 

Since starting on HRT, I have found 
that mood swings that once affected 
so much of my life are now a thing 
of the past. After only three weeks on 
hormones, my mind felt very peaceful 
for the first time in my life and I was 
no longer as aggressive as before. I 
became a lot more introspective and 
emotionally aware of how I felt and 
suddenly life was a lot more beautiful. 
I thought hormone therapy was only 
a step toward my final destination in 
Montreal where I will have my final 
surgeries performed. I have since 
realized that the hormone therapy 
has had both subjective and objective 
positive effects on my life. For example, 
before hormonal intervention, I 
couldn’t hold a job for very long (even 
temporary ones) because my mind and 
internal self were so conflicted. Now 
I am capable of working steadily and 
being a much better support to those 
around me. 
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The physical development of my 
body that has recently begun is pretty 
amazing! I finally have the beginnings 
of breasts, my hips are widening, my 
facial and chest hair is thinning, and 
my skin has softened and become very 
sensitive, something my girlfriend 
takes great pleasure in showing me. 

I have been actively pursuing the 
medical steps necessary to complete my 
changes since January 1999 and there 
have been many changes in my life since 
I started this journey into womanhood. 
I have yet to get electrolysis (what dyke 
has the money to do anything like that?) 
and I still need to work on my voice. 
Other than that, for all intents and 
purposes, if you saw me in your local 
mall, you wouldn’t look at me twice. 

I ‘pass,’ the ultimate test for most 
transsexuals, and can walk in front 
of a crowd and go unnoticed. 

I consider myself a lesbian and came 
out to my family nearly two years ago 
as a transsexual. So far they are 
supportive of me and have had nothing 
but positive reactions to everything in 
my life so far. My lover, Hazel, has 
been nothing but supportive. Despite 
her reservations about us as a couple 
due to my pre-operative status, we have 


Next Month: Body Modification 


Piercings. Tattoos. Scarification. Genital 
Mutiliation. Cutting. Plastic Surgery. 

Weight Loss. Body Modification in all its 
forms is increasing in popularity. We are 


looking for submissions of up to 500 words 
on lesbians and body modification. Forward 
your submissions by April 15 by e- mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by mail to 

Box 128, Main PO, Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4 
or leave a message at (780) 482-1794. 
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had a very satisfactory life together so 
far. She has ‘outed’ me as a transsexual 
to most of her friends, so far without 
any negative feedback, and she has 
decided that whatever else I am, I am 
definitely a woman to her. 

As for how we define ourselves, 
the following definitions may assist: 

Transgendered people live either full 
or part time in the gender of their choice. 
They may be post-op, pre-op or non- 
operative. Transsexuals have completed 
or desire sex reassignment surgery and 
live in the gender role of their choice. 
MTF is a male-to-female transsexual. 

FTM is a female-to-male transsexual. 

I define myself as a transsexual 
woman. If you are unsure of what to 
call a genderly-challenged person in 
your life, ask! For example, I expect 
the pronouns she, her and madam to 
be used when addressing me. I am a 
woman and a dyke and I wish to be 
treated as one just like you. 

I hope this primer helps you 
understand more about the transsexual/ 
transgender community and our values, 
and to respect the similarities between 
the TS and the les/bi/gay community. 
We are different as people, but similar 
as a community. Vv 


SPlinters {rom the Boaro’ 


The Womonspace board was recently 
asked whether male-to-female 
transsexuals and transgendered 
individuals will be admitted to women- 
only events. Since this is your 
organization, we want your input about 
this issue. Come to the Womonspace 
Dance on Saturday, April 15 and fill out 
a survey telling us what you think. 


High 


My forehead lifting towards the night 
sky, a silly grin pasted upon my face, 
euphoria running through my mind. 
Thoughts lilting like leaves on a 
tailwind. A barrage of sounds, smells, 
and feelings clutter my brain. Focus, I 
think to myself, focus. Sitting, waiting, 
watching. 

Holy shit! I think when I see them. 
What do they want? Fuck! Thoughts 
race incoherently through my mind. 
Here I sit in the driver’s seat, watching 
my life careen out of control. With me 
as high as a kite and unable to put 
the brakes on, I can only watch what 
seems to be a surreal movie as it 
unfolds before me. 

Cops pour from the park like rain 
from the sky. Like cats and dogs, I 
think laughingly. Fuck! Cops! Get in 
the car, someone shouts loudly into my 
ear. I sit, cozy atop my fuzzy car seat, 
my stomach sinking to my toes and 
my lungs exhaling as if I was a 
racehorse and had just won the 
Kentucky Derby. He approaches the 
idling car. “All drugs on the dash,” 
he says. “You have some,” he says 
knowingly. “Get out of the vehicle.” 
Handing over my precious stash, I 
get out of my warm car, my heart 
pounding like bass from the stereo. 
His grin mocking me, his words 
tumbling head over heels from his lips. 
“Don’t drink and drive; it’s not worth 
it,” he says. From the corner of my 
brain that is not listening to him, the 
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names and ages shouted out by my 
passengers are reverberating back and 
forth between my temples. Hanging 
my head, I lower my eyes and nod, 
wholeheartedly agreeing with him. 

“TI know,” I mutter ashamedly. Yes, 
of course it is not worth it. 

Yet, here I sit writing this article 
dreaming about when I am going to 
get high again. Anticipating the 
enhanced senses and the mood 
changes that come with getting high. 
The glorious trip that will surely make 
my life a better and more peaceful 
one, or so my brain tries to tell me. 

It seems like I never stop wanting to 
get high. Twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week, I want to be high. 

But now I have been scared into 
considering my options. Never leaving 
Canada and having a criminal record 
and losing the love of my life, or being 
able to travel and see the world with 
the love of my life. Hmm ... which to 
choose? Of course I choose the latter, 
but my drug-addled mind cannot seem 
to stop thinking about marijuana. I am 
hoping that the urge to smoke up will 
subside as time goes on. But many 
tobacco smokers still crave cigarettes 
ten or fifteen years after having quit. 


I hope this is not my fate. © 


If you are having a problem with marijuana, you can 
surf the web to http://www.manjuana-anonymous.org/ 
or use that ancient hand held phone and call toll-free 
1-800-766-6779. 
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Silently Scared 


“Friends and relatives. Some prove so 
gloriously faithful. They stand by and 
help in all the ways that they can. But 
others flee. Some who were so trusted, 
so loved are gone now. They cannot 
help and therefore depart. But their 
departure is like a sword thrust into 
the heart. As the darkness pervades the 
soul, the absence of those on whom 
one relied on does further harm. Self- 
confidence goes; fear of rejection 
increases; alarm for the future appears. 
What if everyone leaves? The tears 
flow frequently and easily. 
Unhappiness becomes one’s mode. 
And, of course, others then leave.” 

Having been in and out of the 
community for almost twenty years, I 
believe our community houses a great 
number of people in pain. Most of these 
people, including myself and many 
friends, have been part of the bar scene. 

I remember those days of covering 
up what was going on inside me. My 
back would tense walking up those 
concrete stairs every time I went to the 
club. I wasn’t in touch with a lot in my 
life at that time, but I could feel 
something happening to me when I was 
getting ready to go out. My tough 
costume came out of the closet, my 
protective cloak. For a long time, it was 
what I wore when I went out. 

I would have a couple of drinks to 
ease by fearful body and mind. I was a 
baby dyke, just starting out and trying 
to fit in. I was alone, even amongst 
these people. This was all new to me, 
and there was no one I felt I could trust 
or turn to for support. I knew I was 
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probably one of those homosexuals that 
I overheard being made fun of in 
school. It was a frightening experience, 
but I was so busy trying to fit in that I 
didn’t realize how scared shitless I was. 
I made quick acquaintances that I could 
hang on to. I now had friends. I 
convinced myself that I was liked and 
accepted in the community. After all, 
the only place I found to connect with 
others like myself was the bar. I wasn’t 
alone anymore. 

The sad part is that I often had 
difficulty getting home, whether it was 
from the drinks or from being tired. I 
look back now thinking, where was my 
head. Oh yeah, I checked it at the door 
when I walked into that scary place 
they call the club. My home: the club. 

One thing lead to another and it all 
added up to experience and finding 
what was right and wrong for me. I 
held a long sturdy record of substance 
abuse for almost twenty years while I 
attended my years of schooling at the 
club, and it’s taken a lot of strength to 
stop using alcohol, drugs and cigarettes. 
I am still learning every day how I hide 
or deny important parts of myself. I 
thought I was doing a good job of 
fooling everybody, but the only one I 
was fooling — even punishing — was 
myself. I tried to pretend this gay life 
was cool; I kept drinking, I met more 
people, and I felt less alone. The truth 
of the matter is that I was still lonely. 

I look back, even to a few years ago, 
at what I have accomplished within this 
community and I wouldn’t have given it 
up for the world. I wouldn’t know as 
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The Cellvjoc’ Closet 


A friend of mine recently lent me a 
copy of “All Over Me,” a coming of 
age film by Sylvia and Alex Sichel 
that, while aimed at teenagers, will 
be enjoyed by a wider audience. 

It’s the story of two 
girls growing up in New 
York and how their 
friendship changes in the 
face of the various 
events and relationships 
that come into their 
lives. The confusion and 
frustration of teenage 
life, which I remember 
well, comes through 
clearly, as does an 
uncertain awkwardness that makes 
the characters real. The film helps 
you remember what it was like to be 
fifteen, whether or not your life was 
actually like those in the show: dealing 
with parents who don’t always know 
the truth about their children’s lives, 
dealing with friends and enemies and 
coming to terms with one’s sexuality. 

Claudia is a nice girl who wants 
to help others: her mom, the new 
neighbour, her friends. She has a job, 
wants to start a band, and is in love 
with her best friend, Ellen. Alison 
Folland’s excellent portrayal of 
Claudia’s hope and frustration with 
her relationship with Ellen is especially 
touching to anyone who has felt 
unrequited love for a friend. They are 
growing apart, but it seems as if 
Claudia is much more aware of their 
growing separation, and her hurt and 
confusion is painful to see. However, 
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she has an underlying optimism and 
couragousness that helps her get 
through life. 

Tara Subkoff’s Ellen, in sharp 
contrast to Claudia, is angry, unhappy, 
cynical and bored with 
life. She seems almost 
desperate as she runs 
between Claudia and 
her drug-dealing 
boyfriend Mark, from 
high to low to high. 

We can see that she has 
always depended on 
Claudia to be there for 
her, loves her even, but 
is becoming more and 
more reliant on ‘getting messed up’ to 
get her through. Even when Ellen is 
out with her boyfriend, her appeals to 
Claudia not to “leave her alone” 
reveal her overwhelming sense of 
isolation and fear. Yet, she continually 
pushes Claudia away, often a moment 
after pulling her near, and we can see 
that her feelings for Claudia are 
confused and uncertain. 

All Over Me is bittersweet and 
touching, an excellent look at growing 
up and growing apart. I especially liked 
the characters of young gay Luke, 
Claudia’s very gay neighbour, and the 
pink-haired Lucy, who was sweet and 
cute. Cole Hauser’s Mark was also very 
well done, although I certainly can’t say 
that I liked him. The issues around 
Ellen’s drug abuse are not deeply delved 
into, but are nonetheless portrayed with 
feeling. Overall, All Over Me is a good 
way to spend an hour and a half. ¥) 
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Are you all as cautiously optimistic 
about the introduction of Bill C-23 as 
I am? Or do you find yourself thinking 
it will mean nothing in light of the 
provincial government’s threat to use 
the ‘Not Withstanding’ clause? 

EGALE and Equal=Alberta would 
like everyone to know just what this 
Bill does and doesn’t mean, where it is 
at, and how we can best assure it is 
moved along. 

It is a long promised Bill that puts 
same sex couples on the same footing 
as heterosexual couples and extends 
benefits that more closely approximate 
those of married couples. It does not 
tackle the definition of marriage or the 
use of the word spouse, which makes 
it acceptable to all federal parties. 

The term ‘partners’ now refers to 
all people in a conjugal relationship, 
regardless of gender. This is a huge step, 
something we’ve been promised for 
years. Though most of the rhetoric has 
been around how this is in compliance 
with Supreme Court decisions, some 
M.P.s have stated that it is now time to 
treat all Canadians equally. 

The Bill is called the Modernizing 
of Benefits and Obligations Bill, or Bill 
C-23. It has just passed second reading 
in Parliament, which approves its intent 
in principle, and will now be sent 
to committee for debate, and then 
returned to the house for third reading 
and passage into law. This is truly a 
historic moment for our community. 

Some of the most significant areas 
affected by the Modernizing of Benefits 
and Obligations Bill include: 
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Equal Recognition for Equal Relationships 


by Roz Ostendorf 


Income Tax Act: 

As a result of this Bill, those in 
same-sex relationships will be able to: 
¢ Claim their partner and/or children 

as dependents on their income tax; 
e Claim childcare as a deductible; 
¢ Claim medical expenses of their 

partner and/or children as a 

deductible; 

e Access income splitting, where a 
higher-earning partner can attribute 
some of their income to their spouse. 


Non-taxed RSPs: 

Gays and lesbians can pass their 
RSP or RIF savings to their partner 
without being taxed to death. These 
taxes can amount to about 60% of the 
total value of their savings. 


Pensions and Benefits: 


There are numerous social benefits 
and pensions that have not been 
available to same-sex partners. Under 
this Bill, same-sex partners can receive 
survivor benefits under the Canada 
Pension Plan, and can access a spousal 
supplement available under the Old 
Age Security Act. 


Access to Employment Insurance: 

Relocating to be with a spouse has 
been recognized as a valid reason for 
heterosexuals to leave employment, but 
can disqualify gays and lesbian from 
receiving employment insurance. 

Relationship rights and 
responsibilities will now attach to any 
couple living in a conjugal relationship 
for a period of one year. In this regard, 
the Bill goes further than the omnibus 
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Whal?s Happening? 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and Lesbian 
meetings. Call 424-5900. 


Badminton League Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Rosslyn School, 13215 — 113A St. 

Cost $5/drop-in. Call Bruce at 453-1244 
after 1 p.m., smashers99@hotmail.com 


Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. 
the Friday before the breakfast to ensure 
your reservation. 


Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at 
Secrets, 10249 — 107 St. Call Sharie at 
475-1502. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 

Second Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 
at Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. 
Call Bill at 422-6207. 


Equal=Alberta Working for equal treatment 
for all Albertans. Call 488-3234, 


equalalberta@hotmail.com 


Free-to-be Volleyball Recreation league: 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m. at Hillcrest 
School. Call Rick at 474-6785. Skills 
development: Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Ross Sheppard High School. Call Darcy 
at 425-7316, ftb_volleyball@telusplanet.net 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 


on CJSR 88.5 FM 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre for drop-in, peer counselling 
and library services. Monday to Friday, 
9 a.m. — noon and 7-10 p.m. at 

103, 10612 — 124 St. Call 488-3242, 


glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Movie Club Fourth Tuesday of the month, 
7 p.m. at the Princess Theatre, followed 
by coffee at the Bagel Tree. Call 468-7073. 
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New Attitudes Social group for lesbians and 
gays in their mid 20s to mid 30s looking 
for an alternative to the bar scene. Third 
Sunday of the month, 7 p.m. at Urban 
Grind, 10124 - 124 St. Call 415-5616, 


g_mw_edmonton@yahoo.ca 


Norther Titans Ten-Pin Bowling League. 
Saturdays, 4:45 p.m. at Pins & Cues, 

SE corner of Westmount Shopping Centre, 
111 Ave and 135 St. Cost $12. Call Garry 
at 426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 


Outreach Support for I/g/b/t students, staff 
and faculty at the University of Alberta. 
Tuesdays, 5 p.m. at the Heritage Lounge 
in Athabasca Hall on the U of A campus. 
Call 988-4166, outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of I/g/b/t. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne 
at 462-5958, pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Convent, 10120 - 135 Ave. 
(SW door). Cost $4. Call Mary at 
477-2808. 


Sonic Sisters Women’s music, hosted by 
Cori Brewster on CJSR 88.5. Tuesdays, 
7 p.m. 


Yours, Mine, Ours and Us Support group for 
\/g/b/t parents, step-parents and partners. 
First and third Wednesdays of the month. 
Call Liz at 415-5434. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social & support 
group for I/g/b/t age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 


Would you like your event to be listed here? 


E-mail womonspace@hotmail.com, or leave 
a message/fax your information to 455-9344. 
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CglenoGr of Events 


March 29 to April 9 — 8 p.m. 

Wreck Beach 

Northern Light/Axis Theatre presents 

the David Rhymer play about a woman 
murdered and a community in turmoil. 
Cost $14-$16; 2 for 1 Tuesday on April 4. 
La Cite Francophone, 8527 — 91 St. Call 
471-1586. 


Friday, March 31 — 7:30 p.m. 
Sonic Sistahs with Cori Brewster 
Orlando Books. Call 432-7633. 


Sunday, April 2 

Vriend Anniversary Celebration 

Celebrate the second anniversary of the 
Vriend decision at a potluck supper/town 
hall discussion. Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 12510 — 110 Ave. 

Call 488-3242. 


Monday, April 3 

GLCCE Peer Counseling Course 

The course runs for 10 weeks on 
Wednesday evenings. Call 488-3234. 


Wednesday, April 5 — 8 p.m. 

Ani DiFranco in Concert 

Jubilee Auditorium. Cost $32 from 
Ticketmaster. 


Friday to Sunday, April 7-9 

Diversity Conference 2000 

Moving Forward: Embracing Spirituality, 
Embracing Sexuality. Grant McEwan 
Community College - downtown campus. 
Call Bert & Ev Frey at 433-5034 or 
bertev@telusplanet.net 


Friday, April 7 — 8 p.m. 

Friday Night Folk 

Featuring folk/rock/roots/world local 

band Caedmon at Razzellberries, 

10040 — 104 St. Cost $2. Phone 462-0463. 
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Events for April 2000 


Monday, April 10 — 8 p.m. 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

All members welcome. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 — 124 St. Call 482-1794. 


Monday, April 10 

Tegan and Sara 

If you like Ember Swift, you’ll love these 
cute young musical Calgary twin sisters. 
Sidetrack Cafe, 10333 — 112 St. 


Saturday, April 15 — 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Womonspace Dance 

Non-smoking, women-only event. 
Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 St. 
Cost $8/non-members, $5/members 
(with card). Keep your ticket stub for 
free admission to the Roost afterward. 
Volunteering is a great way to meet 
women. Call 482-1794. 


Saturday, April 15 — 8 p.m. 

E.V.M. Spring Fever Cabaret & Silent Auction 

Tickets at Clea’s, Orlando Books, The 
Front Page. Catalyst Theatre, 8529 - 103 
St. Call 479- 2038. 


April 20-23 

Apollo Western Cup 2000 

Four sports, four days of fun in Calgary. 
apollocalgary@geocities.com 


Hangoves for Lesbigns 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 

Buddy's Pub upstairs at 10112 — 124 St. 
Earth's General Store upstairs at 10832 - 82 Ave. 
Revy Home & Garden at 10450 — 42 Ave. 

The Roost private club at 10345 — 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 — 107 St. 


11 


Eomonton Churches 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. 

Last Saturday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 
Call Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218. trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Sundays at 
1 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. Children’s church 
school, Sundays at 1 p.m. Youth group, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. McDougall United 
Church, downstairs, 10086 Macdonald 
Drive (south entrance). Call 429-2321. 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. Call 474-0753 


for church location 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 461-5571 


luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people 
of all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 10 a.m. 
at Ermineskin Community League, 
10709 — 32A Ave. Call the church 

office at 435-2028, Debbie at 987-4974, 
Read at 437-9732 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 — 110 Ave. 
Call 454-8073 or e-mail 
uce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Brother 
by Willow 


I look up out the window and can see 
two eagles circling in the distance. I smile 
to myself because I thought they had left 
for good. I’m listening to Cream, and my 
brother comes to mind. I imagine he 
listened to this music in his younger 
partying years. 

For whatever reasons (addictions?), 
he disappeared for three years. I was 
surprised he would just disappear like 
that. I mean, he’s the type of guy to give 
you the shirt off his back; a real genuine, 
gentle old soul. Then one day, he just up 
and called mom. We kept in contact for 
the next three years by phone, since he 
now lived on the coast. He told me he 
was working hard and had been sober 
for a couple of years. I guess it was just 
one of the many times he did quit, 
because when the smoke cleared, they 
determined that the cigarette he was 
holding was what started the fire. 

I look up. The eagles are gone now, 
and I sit and wonder if Cream was one 
of his favourite bands. Ad 


Wanted: A Creative Mind 


womonspace requires a graphic designer 
to take over the design and production 

of our monthly newsletter. Knowledge 

of Quark XPress is essential, and some 


Photoshop and Freehand or Illustrator 
know-how is a plus. This is a volunteer 
position. If you'd like more information, 
e-mail womanspace@hotmail.com or 
leave a message at (780) 482-1794. 
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Silently Scared continued from page 7 


much about myself if I hadn’t gone 
through my experiences. I am forever 
grateful for that special someone who 
looked deep enough to see the wounded 
lonely soul within me. She is my dear 
friend and someone I thoroughly trust. 
I’m sure she may have wanted to leave 
at times, but she didn’t. She helped me 
and she believed in me. She supported 
me when I felt abandoned and she gave 
me comfort so I could understand why 
I was running and what I was running 
from. She is a person I want to keep in 
my life. Thanks, Marlene! With the few 
people I have in my life right now, I feel 
fulfilled. I feel so rich inside and I thank 
those that have stayed close to me 
because they believed in me. 

What do I think about my substance 
abuse? I’m glad that I consciously 
looked at my addictions and started one 
by one to eliminate them. It was hard 
work and will always continue to be, 
but my identity now has a clean start 
and I’m glad I found my way out. 


I found home. Ad 
Equal Recognition continued from page 9 


legislation adopted by Quebec and 
Ontario, which accorded same-sex 
couples the rights and responsibilities of 
opposite-sex common law couples but 
not any of the rights and 
responsibilities of married couples. 

The Bill amends all federal 
legislation dealing with relationships, 
including those dealing with children. 
There are several omissions, most 
significantly those dealing with age of 
consent, the provision of evidence 
against your partner in the Evidence 
Act, and provisions in the Immigration 
Act. The major reason is that all these 
pieces of legislation are currently under 
departmental review. There appears to 
be a commitment on the part of the 
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government to conform to the spirit of 
equality, but we will all have to wait 
until the reports are out to comment on 
the specifics. 

What the Bill does not do is address 
areas of provincial jurisdiction, like 
adoption. Because it doesn’t tell the 
province what to do, the province can 
not ‘Not Withstanding’ it, so these 
threats are just an intimidation tactic 
meant to keep us from celebrating. 

But though there’s cause for 
celebration, there’s still work to be done. 
Equal=Alberta and EGALE would like 
you to be informed, and we need your 
help. There has been a concerted 
campaign by the fundamentalist 
coalition to derail the Bill, which they 
apparently are calling the Abolition of 
Marriage Bill. We need to counter this 
attack by making our voices heard to 
the people who count. Write, phone, or 
e-mail your federal politician, especially 
those of us represented by Reformers. 
Let’s tell them we expect them to support 
equal treatment for all Canadians. 

And don’t just write; talk to supportive 
friends, relatives, and colleagues of all 
orientations. Let’s send a message to 
politicians both federally and provincially 
urging them to support this Bill. Let’s 
celebrate our achievements by attending 
Equal=Alberta’s upcoming Town Hall 
on April 2nd (details to be announced; 
watch for info or contact GLCCE), 

or by joining EGALE. Ad 


Check out what's happening on our web site at 
www.egale.ca or by email at egale@egale.ca or 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 


Seashell Cabins 


Housekeeping Units Rural Cape Breton 


Island. Lesbian-owned and managed 
by Marie and Nan. Call (902) 224-1563. 
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Lesbian Mothers 
Gnio’ Lesbign 
Mothers to Bel 


| am the author of a book on lesbian 
mothering, Lesbian Motherhood 
and am wishing to expand on prior 
research for a doctoral dissertation 
and future publication. | would like 
to speak with you about how it feels 
to be pregnant / a mother; who you 
exchange mothering advice with; 
what value you and others place on 
the conversations mothers have with 
each other; and how pregnancy and 
motherhood has affected your 
relationship with other people. 

For more information or to participate, 
call Fiona Nelson at 437-8613 
(out-of-Edmonton, please call collect) 


or e-mail fnelson@ualberta.ca 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 


on 40 acres of paradise near 
Salmon Arm, BC. (250)835-8891. 
E-mail mberry@jetstream.net 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive getaways for couples / 
small groups. Complete privacy 

on 160 acres lakefront. Hot tub. 
Phone 878-3301 (local call) 
lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Movie Club For those of you 
interested in joining, we will be 
attending the 7 p.m. showing at the 
Princess Theatre every 4th Tuesday 
of the month. Afterwards, we will 
head to the Bagel Tree for coffee. 
Call 468-7073. 


Breakfast Club Come join our new 
Breakfast Club! We will be meeting 
on the 2nd Sunday of each month 
starting in February. Call Dianne at 
433-0374 for the location and time. 
Calls before 9 p.m. on the Friday 
previous to the Breakfast would 

be appreciated to ensure your 
reservation. 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428 6881 


No Doctor’s referral required 
WCB and CRP funded 
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April Horoscopes 


Aries: You ram-tough renegades need 
some down time after a hectic winter 
of livin’ la vida lesbo. Don’t get too 
cozy, though, ‘cause your annual 
spring fling is right around the corner. 


Taurus: Mistaken intentions may lead to 
hurt feelings. Be very clear about your 
polyamorous leanings ... and your 
butch/femme issues. You don’t want 
your checkered past to clash with her 
plaid flannel. 


Gemini: Trouble always seems to find 
those Terrible Twins and this month 

is no exception. Stay within the speed 
limit on that sex-a-rama steeplechase, 
however, or you'll need more than KY to 
ease out of a particularly sticky wicket. 


Cancer: Feeling overwhelmed by just 
about everything these days? Relax— 
spread ‘em wide and enjoy the ride. 
As you are already very much aware, 
sex is a terrific way to relieve stress. 


Leo: Your mouse is wearing out its 
welcome at www.tf.com: you’re 
moving Way, Way, Way Too Fast. 
Sex kittens have to walk before they 
can run. Slow down and smell the 
litter box, which, by the way, it’s 
your turn to clean. 

Virgo: Spring has sprung, the grass has 
riz and you’re wondering where the 
baby dykes is? Don’t despair, they’ll 
soon be out tossing the softball 
around, And rollerblading. And 
walking their crotch-sniffing canines 
past a cafe near you. Play ball! 


Libra: It’s not nice to tease your friends 
with stories about wild and crazy one- 
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night stands involving tongue and 
nipple rings. Remember, Big Sister is 
watching ... and she’s got a video 
camera. 


Scomio: All work and no play makes 
Scorpio a frustrated old crank. 
Granted, your life is dull, dull, dull. 
But instead of sitting around mission 
control making lists and checking 
them twice, get thee to a funnery 
where the action’s naughty AND nice. 
Bondage gear optional. 


Sagittarius: Spring fever has you feeling 
wildly impetuous. Channel that 
fabuious energy into something 
creative, like writing a best-selling 
novel or sculpting a mistresspiece. 

If you don’t use it, you lose it. 


Capricom: You’re not paranoid—you’re 
definitely being watched. Not to 
worry, though, she’s only after one 
thing: the blue suede shoes you wore 
home from her party. Give them back, 
apologize nicely and you will be 
handsomely rewarded. 


Aquarius: Your inner Ice Queen is 
melting, but you’re not sure about 
letting down those walls completely. 
It’s okay; the object of your affection 
has nothing but time. She’s a reasonable 
woman and is willing to wait. 


Pisces: In moving ahead, there’s always 
the danger of leaving something 
behind. Take a road map and 
flashlight, but leave a trail of cookie 
crumbs. The road less travelled will 
get you there from here, but you 
might need to find your way back. ww) 
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Womyn's Gathering and Retreat 


August 18-20, 2000 
A weekend of maskmaking, drum, dance, song, craft, sacred circle, 

a ‘goddessing, herbal walks, willow arts. Facilitators from across the é 
continent. $280 ($50 deposit by May 30). Junegrass Centee: located on 
100 beautiful organic acres 34 miles north of Grande Prairie on the 
SaddleR@er To register, call Deb-RA at (780) 513-6698 or justyee at 


(780) 513-0093 or e-mail prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 


Facilitators include: 


Arts Therapist Elizabeth Ginn — mask making as un-masking; Sandra 
Spicer facilitating sacred circle dancing; Lee Aubin of Starseed Organics; 
Health with Mother Earth Deb-RA — Wisdom bowl ceremony; and the 


Act of Power ceremony. Special guest ancient crone Mary Margaret. 


The prehistoric river bed affords ample opportunity for fossil and 
arrowhead hunting and the river has been yielding flour gold from 


glacial run-off (gold pans available). 
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The kisks 


Acid (LS.D.) Bad trips can last over 
12 hours, causing panic, terror and 
psychosis and flashbacks can occur 
years after taking acid. 


Alcohol abuse takes a heavier toll on 
women than on men. Alcohol related 
medical problems, such as brain and 
liver damage, also progress more 
rapidly in women. 

Cocaine (coke, angie). Snorting leads 

to loss of smell. Ingesting causes bowel 
gangrene. Cocaine use is also linked to 
heart attacks, seizures and strokes. 


Ecstacy (E) causes permanent brain 
damage and depression, as it changes 
the neurotransmitters in the brain. 


Heroin (smack, H) use is associated 
with fatal overdoses, spontaneous 
abortion, collapsed veins, HIV/AIDS 


and hepatitis. 


Marijuana (pot, weed, grass) contains 
known toxins and cancer-causing 
chemicals which are stored in fat cells 
for as long as several months. 


Mushrooms (shrooms) can produce 
unpredictable, erratic, and violent 
behavior and may lead to serious 
injury and death. 


Nicotine (cigarettes). The yearly death 
rate due to cigarette smoking is higher 
than all drugs combined. In concentrated 
doses, nicotine is used as an insecticide. 


Speed (amphetamines). Long term 
effects include lead poisoning and 
paranoia, which can lead to homicide 
or suicide. 


Steroids can permanently damage the 
female reproductive system, cause severe 
acne and reduce sexual function. 
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Womons pace 15 
on the Webl 


Visit us on-line at 
http://www.gaycanada.com/ 
womonspace/ 


Read current and archived copies 
of our newsletter 


Chat with other 
Womonspace members 


Follow links to other lesbian sites 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 
consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis 
Moon, Ph.D. (780)455-6351. 


MUMBY'S 
TREE SERVICES 


FOR ALL YOUR TREE, 
SHRUB AND YARD CARE 


PRUNING 
DIAGNOSIS AND 
TREAT MENT 
LANDSCAPE GARDENER 
SITE PLANNING 
AND PLANTING 


PH. (780) 469-2595 
CELL. (780) 719-3158 


VERNA MUMBY 
CERTIFIED CONSULTING ARBORIST 
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Celebration & Empowerment 


pies 


Junie C. Lioyp 


Barrister & Solicitor 


. 
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1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 


Telephone 497-7755 ; 5 Tek: (G04) 254-2543 = 
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www. womynsware.comn 


ee Recreation re 


The season runs from May through September. 
Cc mmitment of 2 nights/week. 


No previous football experience needed. 


$35/season. Lots of Fun. 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 
#203, 10129 — 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton’s lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 

10123 Whyte Ave. T6E 1Z5 

432-7633 


LOCHS-BY-NESS 
Hair Studio 


Vanessa Leonard — Stylist 


By Appointment 


469-3088 
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Aovertise in 
Womons pace! 


Call 482-1794 
Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 


Classified ads are free 
for members. 


Read back issues of 
womonspaCe on our 
award-winning website: 
http://www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 
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Ee, 


Dgrice 


Saturday, April 15, 2000 
Westmount Hall, 10970 — 127 St. 
9 p.m.— 1 a.m. 


WOMEN ONLY 
NON-SMOKING EVENT 


ee ee ee a a a Na 


Womons pace Membership Form 


(Conficentiality Assvrec’ ) 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 


12 month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, 
Alberta T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


L] New Member [] Renewal LJ Associate pacers enn nn nent nn ne nance 
CL] I would like to be a volunteer Total Enclosed: 

L] Please mail my newsletter to my home 

L] I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 7 $ 


